
Reading with your child in Reception – Autumn 2020 
Dear Parents, 

Reading in Reception is going to look different this year and as we are unable to run our usual parent 
reading meeting we thought it would be helpful to put together a few handy hints for reading at home. 

Books with no words: 

• This is valuable practise for reading books with words 
• Talk about how a book is organised – title, turning pages in order 
• Discuss each picture, look at characters, emotions, time of day, seasons etc 
• Ask child to predict what they might say, what might happen next etc 

 
Books with words: 

• As above, still looking at the pictures 
• Children will read from memory to begin with learning to recognise high frequency words 
• Sound out cvc words (read each letter e.g c-a-t), predict other words from meaning or initial sound 
• Use picture clues, focus on number of words, capital letters etc 

 
Little and often is best 

• It is important to read little and often - 5 to10 minutes a day every day is much better than 1 hour 
a week. 

• Try to make reading interesting. Remember to read to your child as well as them reading to you
  

Do not panic! 
• Not all children will learn to read at the same time.  
• We will encourage them and provide opportunities, but it must remain enjoyable and we cannot 

force children before they are ready to be able to read.  
• It is very common for your child to successfully sound out a word (read each letter) like b-u-s and 

then blend together and say a completely different word       Just keep modelling to them how to 
do it and practising together. They will get there in time and it will be a magic moment when they 
successfully achieve this. 

• An important way to enhance the enjoyment of reading is sharing quality reading time together.  
• Parents reading a book to your child is such a valuable sharing experience. 

Sending books home 

• Our current plan is to send one book home a week. Books will be sent home on a Monday and will 
need to be returned to school on a Friday. This will begin on Monday 16th November. 

• Please read this book with your child throughout the week – repetition is best when children first 
start to read. 

• The children will also be reading with an adult in class at least once a week. 
• Our aim is to increase the number of books we are sending home once we are up and running. 

Please be patient with us! 

Oxford Owl eBook Library for Letter and Sounds 

• We have signed up to the Oxford Owl online ebooks library which will give families access to a wide 
range of ebooks to use with your child at home. 

• We hope this will supplement the books from school and give extra resources to support phonics 
and reading at home. More information to follow including log in details. 



Ideas to use at home 

We hope these tips are helpful and support you reading with your child at home.  

Talking about the books you are getting is just as important as reading the words.  

You could focus on a different aspect every few days to help keep it interesting. 

❖ Look at front cover of book and discuss: 
Title   Pictures 
Author/ Illustrator 
 

❖ Read blurb on back of book. What does this tell us? 
 

❖ On each page: 
Look at pictures and discuss what can be seen. 

Read words – use phonics to sound, segment and blend. 

What will happen next? How do you know? 

How is a character feeling? Why? 

❖ Encourage child to follow with their fingers above the words to help them get in 
good habits for the future (so they can see the text below to support their reading). 
 

❖ Take turns to read. 
 

❖ Discuss punctuation – what is ? or . 
 

❖ If a child has trouble with a word encourage them to: 
Sound out if appropriate 
Use picture clues 
Talk about tricky words (cannot be sounded out) 

 


