
Broxbourne and Hoddesdon Schools 

June 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers 

COVID-19 has obviously had an impact on school attendance, with periods of illness and self-

isolation. Now many families are taking holidays which have been rescheduled several times, or 

simply because they need family time. All of this is completely understandable, and we are grateful 

for the co-operation of families when we have needed to protect our school communities from the 

spread of COVID-19. 

However, from September, school attendance needs to improve. The Department for Education has 

made this very clear and we agree. Since the pandemic there are noticeable gaps in learning and 

changes in learning behaviours that can only be recovered through consistent attendance at school. 

Everybody is ill from time to time, but too many children are being kept off school when they are 

just feeling “a bit under the weather”, have colds, are tired, or are having days off for treats. Every 

school has its own attendance policy and expectations, but we all have the same view that children 

cannot keep up with the school curriculum if they are not in school. Term time holidays are not 

permitted. 

90% attendance sounds good, but it is the equivalent of missing half a day every week, or 4 whole 

school weeks in a year. It is the attendance level that is classed as “persistent absenteeism” by the 

Department for Education. This level of absence can trigger interventions for your family. 

80% attendance is the equivalent of a whole day off every week, or 8 school weeks in a year.  

There is a clear and well-researched link between attendance at school, progress in learning, and 

exam outcomes, whether that’s year 1 phonics, year 6 SATs, GCSEs, A levels or anything in between. 

Parents have a legal obligation to make sure their children are attending school, and where there are 

issues we want to support you. Please get in touch as soon as you think a problem may be 

developing. 

All the schools in our area will be making attendance a high priority next year, so you can expect us 

to be in contact and taking action very quickly if we are concerned.  

We wish you all a restful summer and hope to see all the children back in September, with 

attendance back to pre-pandemic rates. 

Yours sincerely 

Paul Miller - Broxbourne C of E Primary 
Paula Humphreys – The Broxbourne School 
Rachel Semark - The Cranbourne Primary 
Gavin Douglas - Forres Primary 
Jeremy Scott - The John Warner School 
Gillian Napier - St Augustine’s Catholic Primary 
Ange Wallis - St Catherine’s C Of E Primary 
Joanne Walsh - St Cross Catholic Primary 
Ced de la Croix – Robert Barclay Academy 
Jane Carson - Roselands Primary 
Mary Childs - Sheredes Primary 
Tim Bowden - Westfield Primary 
Tracy Gaiteri - Wormley Primary 


