
Geography knowledge organiser – Central and South America - Year 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seven continents of the world are North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australasia 
and Antarctica. The Arctic is not a continent because it does not have a large enough land mass. The 5 
oceans are the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern and Arctic. 

 

 

Climate 
The climate of Central and South America is varied because its location 
ranges from near the equator to near Antarctica.  

Key vocabulary: 
• Climate: patterns of temperature and rainfall over a period of time. 
• Biome: a large region of Earth that has a certain climate and certain types of living things. For example, a biome 

could be: tundra, forest, grassland, desert. 
• Continent: the world's main continuous areas of land 
• Desert: a biome of the world that receives less than 25 centimetres of rainfall per year. 
• Latitude: imaginary lines that extend horizontally around the Earth. 
• Northern hemisphere: the northern half of the Earth, above the equator. 
• Southern hemisphere: the southern half of the Earth, below the equator. 
• Equator: a line of latitude around the Earth that separates the Northern hemisphere and the Southern 

hemisphere.  
• Tropic of Cancer: a line of latitude north of the equator.  
• Tropic of Capricorn: a line of latitude south of the equator.  
• Tourism: the business of encouraging and supporting people going to other countries as visitors. 
• Biodiversity - the variety of plant and animal life in the world or in a particular habitat. 
•  
 

 Central America 
is a part of the 
continent of 
North America 
and includes the 
Caribbean 
islands.  

Some countries in 
Central America are: 
Mexico, Costa Rica, 
Belize, Jamaica, Haiti 
and Honduras.  

Some countries in 
South America are: 
Brazil, Ecuador, 
Argentina, Chile, Peru, 
Colombia, and 
Venezuela. 

Human geography 

Brazil is divided economically, with a large gap between the rich and the 
poor. Reasons for this include: big tourist industry and mineral wealth in 
different parts of the countries. 

Rainforests 

Rainforests are located between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. The 
climate of this biome is wet and hot and has huge biodiversity. The 4 layers 
of a rainforest are: forest floor, understory, canopy and emergent layer. 

 

 


