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                                          Chair Report 2020/2021 

 

Welcome to our Annual General Meeting for 2021. 

I am delighted to present my first report as chair for the Friends of Cranbourne School. 

We have not had the easiest year for fundraising, you don’t need me to explain why! But 

considering we have been very limited in what we can do to raise funds, I think we’ve 

done amazingly. We have raised £3250.71 during the school year for 2020/2021. I know it 

doesn’t seem like a massive amount but considering this is a school year where we’ve had 

lots of lockdowns and restrictions, I think we have done a fantastic job! 

I would like to thank everyone that has helped us, without their support and commitment 

we wouldn’t be able to raise the money we have.  

COVID- 19 has really made us pull our thinking hats on for ways to raise money without 

breaking any restrictions. We introduced some new ways to raise money this year like the 

Christmas trees, Christmas letters and a virtual Christmas raffle. The feedback I received 

from the Christmas trees, Christmas letters and virtual raffle was all very positive.  

Our bags2school collections ran twice this year in October and March. This year we’ve had 

an overwhelming number of bags – I think lockdown helped with this! 

Our pre-loved sale proved difficult this year; restrictions meant we couldn’t run a face-to-

face sale but with the dedication of the team we managed to resort to bringing our pre-

loved sale to Facebook. Due to restrictions lifting we managed to squeeze in a face-to-face 

uniform sale in July, it was a fantastic turnout, and we can’t wait to run more face-to-face 

sales (restrictions depending). 

Our Christmas cards were a massive success, we have already started planning to bring 

this back for Christmas 2021. 

In May we gave each child some sunflower seeds, a pot, and some soil to grow their own 

sunflower at home. At the end of the summer the biggest sunflowers would win a prize. 

This was a brilliant way to raise money and get the children involved, it was lovely to see 

pictures being sent into the FOCS Facebook page of the children caring for their plants and 

watching them grow. A massive thank you to Top Pots for donating the sunflower seeds, 

pots, and prizes. Thank you to Suzanne for finding a garden centre to donate to us. 

We are still encouraging parents to get involved with Easyfunding when doing their online 

shopping and to sign up to Amazon Smile and the Broxbourne lottery. We now receive 

regular amounts each month from these organisations. This is a great way to increase our 

funds with minimum amount of work. 

 



 

OFFICIAL 

This year we have provided ice creams for the competition winners for the flower 

competition the school ran, we ended up supplying ice creams for 120 people including 

the winning teachers! After the 2019 panto success we wanted to do this again, because 

of COVID we provided an online panto for the children to watch in their bubbles. The 

children seemed to really enjoy this and it’s something we would like to do every year if 

it’s okay with the school.  We also gave the year 6 leavers committee money towards their 

leavers party. With Christmas not being as exciting as it has been in previous years, we 

bought each class some decorations, so the classrooms felt more Christmassy. The school 

has lots of exciting projects coming up that we will be donating towards, the sensory 

garden being the biggest project. This year we will also be buying new projector for the 

hall.  

Our Facebook page is continually growing and is a great way of providing information to 

parents, this year we’ve also added an Instagram page to our social media accounts.  

We sadly said goodbye to Suzanne Collicott at the end of the summer as her son is off to 

secondary school. Suzanne served on the committee for 7 years and had the role of chair 

for a number of those years. She was a great asset to have on FoCS and has left big boots 

to fill. She will be greatly missed. 

I would just like to say a massive Thank you to the FoCS team, at the end of the day we 

are parents and the fact you all go above and beyond for the school and students is 

amazing and you should all be proud of yourselves. I am proud to be part of such an 

amazing team. For my first year as Chair, you have been nothing but helpful and patient 

with me, and for that I am so grateful. Special thanks to our Sectary Nicola Preece and our 

Treasurer Suzanne Page, I couldn’t do this without you.  

A final thanks to Mrs Semark for working with us so we can provide extra funds for the 

school. It’s not been the easiest year for you, but you still take time out of your busy 

schedule for us. 

Thank you to everyone who came today, its lovely to see some new faces.  

Here’s to another great year…. Hopefully with less restrictions! 

 

Abi Williams  

Chair- Friends of Cranbourne School 

 

 

 

 

 


