
ANGLO-SAXONS AND VIKINGS – Knowledge Organiser – Y3 
Key Vocabulary  

 

Key figures 

Dark 
ages 

A time in history when 
there aren’t many written 
records.  

Vortigern 
King of Britain at the time 
the Romans left. He asked 
Hengst and Horsa to defend 
Britain.  

Conquer 
Take control using an 
army. Hengst and 

Horsa 

Brothers from Jutland who 
were asked by King 
Vortigern to defend Britain 
from the Scots and Picts. 

Tribe 

A community of people 
who live and work 
together, with one leader. 

King Alfred 
the Great 

Saxon king who is one of the 
only monarchs to be known 
as ‘great.’ He paved the way 
for literacy by translating 
books from Latin to English.  

Picts 
 

The people who lived in 
North Britain, which we 
now call Scotland. 
 

Key facts 
• The Anglo-Saxons were tribes of people from Germany, 

Denmark and the Netherlands. They were driven from 
their lands due to flooding.  

• They were not a group of people living in harmony like the 
Romans; tribes were often at war with each other.  

• By the ninth century Britain was divided into four kingdoms; 
Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia and Wessex. 

• Anglo- Saxons were farmers and made things out of wood. 
• The Viking Age was from AD770 – 1100  
• The Vikings were people from Scandinavia who travelled by 

longboat to Britain and Ireland. 
• Vikings were at first welcomed by the Anglo-Saxons, but they 

started to fight the local people, stole from churches and 
burnt buildings down.  

Guthrum 

Viking ruler of the Danelaw 
who nearly succeeded King 
Alfred the Great at the 
Battle of Edington. 

Scots 

A group of people who 
lived in Ireland and ended 
up settling in what we 
now call Scotland.  

Key places 

Kingdom 
An area of England ruled 
over by one King, usually 
a great warrior.  

Britain 
Made up of Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms: Northumbria, 
Wessex, Mercia, East Anglia  

Danegeld 

Anglo-Saxon landowners 
paid it to the Vikings to 
stop them from attacking. 
(like a tax). 

Offa’s 
Dyke 

A three mile part of a large 
wall of soil (dyke) built 
along the Anglo-Welsh 
border by Offa, King of 
Mercia, probably during the 
780s.  

Monarch 
A sovereign ruler, often a 
king, queen or emperor.   

Key dates 
• 410 CE last Romans leave Britain and the Picts begin to attack the 

Britons.  
• 449 – 450 CE Angles, Saxons and jutes begin to settle in Britain.  
• King Alfred the Great became king in 872AD and died in 899AD. 
• The Viking Age was from AD770 – 1100  
• 1066 Norman conquest ends the Anglo-Saxon age  

Danelaw 
An area of Anglo-Saxon 
Britain that the Vikings 
ruled. 

Invaders 
People who enter a 
country or region with the 
intention to occupy it. 

Sutton 
Hoo 

The location of an Anglo-
Saxon king’s burial, 
including artefacts.  

 


