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Important Vocabulary  

• Urban - Built-up areas in which people live in close proximity. This refers 
to either towns or cities. 

• Rural - Countryside areas in which the population is spread thinly. 
• Village – a small community or groups of houses in a rural area. 
• Town – a place with many streets and buildings where many people live 

and work. 
• Market Town – a town that used to or currently has a market 
• Stagecoach - a horse-drawn vehicle formerly used to carry passengers and 

goods between two places. 

• Housing Estate - a residential area in which the houses have all been 

planned and built at the same time. 

• Inn – a house offering accommodation, food and drink especially for 

travellers. 

• Gate House – a small house next to a gate on the edge of a park or country 

estate. 

• Clock Tower – a tall narrow building with a clock at the top. 

• Domesday Book - a record of a survey of the lands of England made by 

order of William the Conqueror 

Key Dates 

1086 - First written record of Hoddesdon is in the Domesday Book of 1086. It was stated 

to be a large village. 

1253 – Became a market town. 

1348 – 1349 – Hoddesdon residents suffered severely from the Black Death but soon 

recovered.  

1683 – The Rye House Plot. Plotters planned to assassinate King Charles II and his 

brother the Duke of York. However, the plot failed.  

1801 – The first census reported that Hoddesdon had a population of 1227.  

1835 – Hoddesdon Clock Tower was built. 

1841 – John Warner provided a school for boys. 

1842 – Oil lamps were used to light the streets. 

1950s – Many Italians from Sicily came to live in the Lee Valley distract, with lots 

settling in Hoddesdon. Hoddesdon was attractive as they could work in the nurseries. 

In the 20th Century, amenities in Hoddesdon continued to improve, including a cinema, 

a brewery, electric lights and a public library. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 


