
 

History knowledge orgainsers – Normans - Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Key Dates 

King Edward the Confessor dies 1066 -The last Anglo-Saxon King of England, Edward died 

childless 

14th October 1066 – battle of Hastings 

 1086 - Doomesday book survey 

 

 

Potential heirs to the English throne in 1066: Who should become king?  

   

William of Normandy 

Duke of Normandy, France. 
William came from a fighting 
family. He was a brave solider. 
Edward’s cousin. Edward had 
lived in Normandy from 1016-
1042. Edward had supposedly 
promised that William should 
become King of England

Harald Hardrada

Viking King of Norway 
Vikings had ruled Britain 
before. Most feared warrior 
in Europe –Hardrada means 
‘hard ruler’ and his nickname 
was ‘the Ruthless’ . Harald was 
supported by Tostig, Harold 
Godwinson’s brother who 
wanted revenge. 

Harold Godwinson

Anglo-Saxon. Earl of Wessex, 
one of the most powerful men 
in England 
Harold’s sister was married to 
King Edward. Harold was a 
brave and respected solder 
with a tough streak. 
The Witan, wanted Harold to 
be the next king. 

The Domesday Book 
In 1086, William sent out surveyors to every part of 
England, with orders to list: 

• how much land was there 
• who had owned it in 1066, and who owned it now 
• what was the place like, and who lived there 
• how much it was worth in 1066 and how much 

now 
 

14th October 1066 – The battle of Hastings 

Harold’s army needed to defend their country from William of 

Normandy. Both armies met near Hastings on the top of a hill. 

Harold’s army held strong because they were positioned on top 

of the hill and looked down on their invaders. William feigned 

defeat and pretended to run away, luring Harold’s army down 

from their position. William’s men defeated them and William 

was crowned King of England.  

Castles 

  

Motte and Bailey – The first castles built to help  

fight against rebellions. They were built quickly and made out of wood, meaning  

that they were not very strong, and could be easily destroyed.  

The Bailey was on flat land, where majority  

of the people lived.  

The Motte was the higher land of the castle, where the  

fort was.  

Stone Keep – This castle was now made out of stone and had  

towers as a form of defence. The main part of the castle  

was the Keep, a large square tower, used as the main defence.  


