
Year 4 – Knowledge Organiser History – Hoddesdon   

 

 

 

Important Vocabulary  

• Market Town – a town that used to or currently has a market 
• Stagecoach - a horse-drawn vehicle formerly used to carry passengers 

and goods between two places. 
• Housing Estate - a residential area in which the houses have all been 

planned and built at the same time. 
• Inn – a house offering accommodation, food and drink especially for 

travellers. 
• Gate House – a small house next to a gate on the edge of a park or 

country estate. 
• Clock Tower – a tall narrow building with a clock at the top. 
• Domesday Book - a record of a survey of the lands of England made 

by order of William the Conqueror 
• Plot – A secret plan by a group to do something unlawful or harmful 
• Assassinate – To murder an important person for political reasons 

Key Dates 

1086 - First written record of Hoddesdon is in the Domesday Book of 1086. It was 
stated to be a large village. 

1253 – Became a market town. 

1600 – Town greatly enlarged with more stagecoach inns 

1623 – Conspiracy to assassinate King Charles II and his brother the Duke of York 

1683 – The Rye House Plot. Plotters planned to assassinate King Charles II and his 
brother the Duke of York. However, the plot failed.  

1835 – Hoddesdon Clock Tower was built. 

1841 – John Warner provided a school for boys. 

1842 – Oil lamps were used to light the streets. 

1921 – War memorial built. 

1950s – Many Italians from Sicily came to live in the Lee Valley distract, with lots 
settling in Hoddesdon. Hoddesdon was attractive as they could work in the nurseries. 

In the 20th Century, amenities in Hoddesdon continued to improve, including a 
cinema, a brewery, electric lights and a public library. 

 

 


