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Dear Reader 

On behalf of the children, staff and governors of the 
school – welcome to Cranbourne! This prospectus is 
designed to give you a flavour of our school, and some 
basic information about organisation, the curriculum, 
and facilities. You can find features about current 
school events on our website or Twitter, details about 
organisation in our parent handbook, and a flavour of 
daily life in our videos. The best way to get a real feel 
for the school is come and visit – our school            
community is always ready to welcome you. 

At Cranbourne you will find a happy, caring, vibrant 
learning community where children are ready to    
challenge themselves, and staff are dedicated to giving 
the children a primary school education they will    
never forget – rich in learning and opportunities. 

We look forward to working with parents and carers to 
prepare children for the future, by providing them 
with the knowledge, skills and confidence they will 
need throughout their education and beyond. 

Rachel Semark 

Headteacher  

Welcome! 



The Cranbourne Ethos 

At Cranbourne we aim to give children a primary education they will never forget, rich with diverse               
opportunities and experiences. 

We welcome all children and see every child as an individual, valuing the contributions of all children across 
all areas of school life. We provide a high standard of education in a secure, happy environment. We aim for 
children to leave Cranbourne equipped with the knowledge and skills they need for the next stage of their  
education, ready to challenge themselves, and enjoy and value learning. 

We expect children to strive for their best in all areas of school life – academic, physical, artistic and              
recreational. 

We promote and achieve high standards of self-discipline and behaviour. We provide opportunities for every 
child to develop the social skills of tolerance and consideration, celebrating diversity, mutual respect and care. 

We value the vital partnership between home and school, with parents and staff working together for the 
benefit of the children as we prepare them for success in the challenges of an ever changing world.  

Everything we do in school is underpinned by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which 
has at its heart that “The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all things that affect                    
children” (article 3).  



About our school 

We are a two form entry school with 
an intake of 60 children each year  
into reception and 35 into nursery. 

The main building is spacious with 
large attractive classrooms and two 
halls. We have two class-size         
computer suites, a children’s kitchen 
and small rooms for music lessons 
and group work. The library is 
housed in a separate purpose built 
building. 

The separate nursery building shares 
a playground with the reception   
classes, has its own grassed area, and  
direct access to the secret garden. 

We have very extensive grounds which incorporate four playgrounds, large grassed areas, 
an allotment, many mature trees and landscaped areas including a sensory garden with an 
outdoor classroom. We have a range of climbing and imaginative play apparatus, such as 
fitness trails, pirate ships and a music cabin, which the children can access either during 
playtimes or PE lessons. Our “secret garden” is a fantastic resource for environmental       
education. The school field is large enough for several football pitches, rounders pitches 
and running tracks, depending upon the season. There are picnic benches and quiet areas 
all around the grounds. 



Learning at Cranbourne 

We are enormously proud of the learning culture 
at Cranbourne. This is a school where children   
become confident learners, able to challenge and 
push themselves, while learning carefully planned 
knowledge and skills. Our curriculum is the means 
by which we ensure out children receive their 
share of the rich cultural inheritance our nation 
and world holds. We aim to equip children to     
become interested and interesting adults, able to 
contribute positively to the well-being of their 
community and to wider society. 

 

From the earliest days in our Ofsted                  
Outstanding rated nursery and reception, to 
the time they leave us in year 6, children will 
experience a broad curriculum covering the full 
range of primary school subjects. We  never 
narrow our curriculum to focus on test results; 
we believe children deserve more than this.  

We have a strong focus on reading, starting 
with secure phonics knowledge, as this           
underpins future learning well beyond the      
primary years. We hope to foster a life long 
love of books. 

For those children who have additional needs 
we have a non-class based Special Educational 
Needs Co-ordinator who gets to know children 
and families really well, and supports them on 
their educational and personal journey. 

 

 



Keeping parents involved 

Education is a partnership between 

home and school. We will keep you 

informed about how your child is 

doing in school through twice yearly 

parents’ evenings, a mid year 

written report and an end of year 

summary report. 

We are always happy to discuss any 

worries you may have -  it’s best to 

deal with these promptly. We will  

contact you quickly if there is any-

thing we think you need to know 

about your child’s time in school. 

We have a very active team of fundraisers  - The Friends of Cranbourne. They are always on the look out for volunteers 

and committee members. They will welcome you with open arms. This wonderful team run events throughout the school 

year and without them we wouldn’t be able to afford both necessities and the extras that make school life so rich. They 

have provided everything from pencils to pantomimes, from climbing equipment to first aid training for the children. 

You will be invited into school for 

special events. The highlights are 

always the class shows, which are all

-singing all-dancing spectaculars, 

and sports day which is based 

around traditional races and is very         

competitive in years 3  - 6. 

We have many parent volunteers in 

school, all of whom are DBS checked 

as part of our safeguarding commit-

ment. If you have time to spare to 

help in school just let us know. 

We encourage parents to get    

involved with their child’s home 

learning  - it’s not cheating to help 

them! Our home learning is based 

around practice of key skills and 

knowledge the children are      

learning in school such as reading, 

spelling, times tables and            

curriculum knowledge. We        

recognise that families have lives 

out of school and keep our        

systems simple. Home learning 

should not cause family battles! 



Beyond the classroom 

Extra-curricular activities are very   

important to us at Cranbourne. We 

hope that all children will take part in 

an activity at some point, whether 

that be one of our many sporting    

opportunities, the choir, learning an 

instrument or being part of one of the 

clubs which vary from year to year.  

 

We are a very successful sporting 

school, and take this really seriously. 

We like as many children as possible 

to have the opportunity to represent 

the school, and when it comes to the 

inter-school tournaments we play to 

win! 

 

We like to take the children on visits 

out of school to enhance their      

learning. During their time at        

Cranbourne the children will go to a 

range of museums, farms, and other 

centres. These are always exciting 

days for the children and the adults! 

 

We are proud to be part of our     

community and contribute whenever 

we can, whether it’s collections for 

the local Foodbank, taking part in   

Remembrance Sunday                     

commemorations, carol singing in the 

town centre or working alongside   

local and national charities.  

 



General Information 

Safeguarding 

The school prioritises the welfare of children. 

We work with parents and external agencies to 

this effect. We will always put the needs of 

children first however difficult this may be for 

any adults involved. Our full policy can be 

found on our website. 

Wrap round care 

We provide breakfast and after 

school childcare through Spring 

Meadows. Breakfast club runs 

from 7:45 at Cranbourne, with 

the after school club based at 

The John Warner School finish-

ing at 6pm. Bookings are made        

directly with Spring Meadows. 

Uniform 

Children are proud to wear “The 

Cranbourne Green”. We do not  

insist on branded uniform: super-

market clothes are fine. Should you 

wish to buy uniform with a logo, 

this is stocked at Kids Connection in 

Hertford or online. 

The Hoddesdon School Trust  

Cranbourne is an academy, and is 

part of The Hoddesdon School 

Trust with Roselands School and 

The John Warner School. Together 

we are able to share expertise and 

facilities that we could not provide 

alone. 



Admissions 

Applications for reception or 

years 1 - 6 are made through 

Hertfordshire’s online system. 

Applications for nursery are 

made directly to the school. 

Applications for nursery and        

reception are not linked; having 

a place in nursery does not    

influence gaining a place in the 

main school.  

Allergies and other medical         

conditions 

We are a “nut aware” school. None 

of the food provided in school   

contains nuts and we ask that any 

food brought into school is nut 

free. 

The school kitchen is able to cater 

for children with a wide range of 

allergies. 

We have experience of working 

with children with many medical 

conditions. Please contact us if your 

child needs special support. 

Meals 

Our delicious school meals are all 

freshly cooked to order in our on-site 

kitchen. There is a wide ranging menu  

with firm favourites including lasagne, 

roasts and chicken pie, as well as cold 

packed lunches. 

Meals for reception to year 2 are paid 

for by the government. Meals for 

years 3—6 must be paid for in        

advance. 

Parents who wish to provide a home 

packed lunch are welcome to do so. 

Free school meals 

Families in receipt of certain       

benefits may qualify for free school 

meals. This is not the same as the 

free lunch provided for reception to 

year 2. Registering for free school 

meals brings financial advantages 

to the family and the school. Please 

talk to us if you think this could be 

the case for your family. 

And finally  . . .  

We hope this has given you helpful information. 

Choosing the right school for your child is one of the 

most important decisions you will ever make. All 

schools are very different, and it can seem like a 

daunting task. We wish you every success in finding 

the school that best suits your child’s unique             

personality, interests and learning needs. Please     

contact us if we can be of any further assistance.  



The Cranbourne Primary School  

Bridleway North 

Hoddesdon, Herts 

EN11 9PP 

01992 416220 

admin@cranbourne.herts.sch.uk 

www.cranbourne.herts.sch.uk 


