
Science knowledge organiser – Living things and their habitats, including animals and humans - Year 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Vocabulary for Living Things 
Classification - the arrangement of animals and plants in groups according to their 
similar features. 
Life cycle - the series of changes in the life of an organism (living thing). 
Flowering plant - a plant that produces flowers. 
Non flowering plant - cannot produce flowers and most of them reproduce through 
spores. 
Spore – small, seed-like structure. 
Stamen - the male fertilizing organ of a flower. 
Anther - the part of the stamen where pollen is produced.  
Pistil - the ovule producing part of a flower. 
Stigma - the part of the pistil where pollen germinates. 
Ovule - contains the female germ cell and after fertilization becomes the seed. 
Propagation – creating new plants from parts of an existing plant. 
Pollination - the transfer of pollen to a stigma, ovule, flower, or plant to allow 
fertilisation. 
Germination - the development of a plant from a seed or spore. 
Fertilisation - the union of male and female reproductive cells. 
Vascular plants – have roots, stems and leaves, and can store and transport water. 
Non-vascular plants – do not have roots, stems or leaves, and must live in damp 
conditions. 
Gestation - the process or period of developing inside the womb (pregnancy). 
Offspring - an animal's children. 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Waxing occurs after New Moon and before a Full Moon as more of the Moon 

illuminates. 

Waning occurs after a Full Moon and before a New Moon as less of the Moon 

Amphibians 
Live on land and in water. 
Most have thin, moist skin 
with no scales. 
Lay their eggs in water. 

Reptiles 
Live on land and in water. 
Have scales and are cold 
blooded. 
Lay their eggs in water. 

Mammals 
Usually have hair or fur. 
Mammal babies are born 
alive. 
Mothers feed babies milk. 

Fish 
Live in water. 
Have fins instead of legs and 
gills instead of lungs. 
Lay their eggs in water. 

Insects 
Have 6 legs. 
Their bodies are made up of 
3 parts. 
Lay eggs. 

Birds 
Have a beak, wings, feathers 
and 2 legs. 
Lay eggs. 

 


