
The Cranbourne Primary School  

Teaching early reading at Cranbourne  
 

Our teaching of early reading is highly successful.  
 
Synthetic phonics 
As a school we have fidelity to the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised reading programme 
throughout KS1, aiming for all children to be readers as soon as possible, holding true to the seven 
features of effective phonics teaching in highly successful schools: 

• direct teaching in frequent, short bursts  

• consistency of approach 

• secure, systematic progression in phonics learning 

• maintaining pace of learning 

• providing repeated practice 

• application of phonics using matched decodable books 

• early identification of children at risk of falling behind, linked to the provision of effective keep-up 
support 

 
We ensure that our progression in phonics learning covers: 

• all the phonemes of English words 

• correct pronunciation of the phonemes 

• all commonly occurring grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) 

• the correct formation of all graphemes  

• blending for reading 

• segmenting for writing 

• the sequenced learning of appropriate tricky words 
 
In nursery we teach phase 1 phonics ie discriminating between different sounds, syllables, rhyme, initial 
sounds, blending – all oral and aural. We consider this stage to be vital in children’s reading development 
as if they cannot hear accurately it has an impact on their segmenting and blending. In the summer term 
we dip into phase 2. Both these are based on Little Wandle. These are timetabled, planned, taught 
sessions – it is too important to leave to CIL or chance. 
 
We teach phonics systematically in reception covering 44 phonemes and corresponding graphemes, 
including digraphs and trigraphs, plus high frequency and “tricky” non-decodable words. This covers all of 
phases two and three, and some of phase 4 of Letters and Sounds.  These are daily timetabled, planned, 
taught sessions. This repeated, spaced practice is by far the most effective way of transferring knowledge 
from short to long-term memory based on the mantra ‘Practice makes permanent’. 
 
We also ensure that children who have not fully achieved in the whole class sessions have daily keep up 
sessions during the day and also ensure that there is a rich phonics environment in the classrooms.  We 
recognise that phonics needs to be an immersive experience for all children. Ways of doing this include: 
passwords or sounds, post-its around the classroom, GPC support in CIL activities. 
 
Children are assessed every half-term and if any children are significantly falling below, catch up sessions 
are arranged.  These children are reassessed every three weeks so that support can be tailored to need.   
 
In year 1 we continue this structured teaching in dedicated daily phonics sessions. 
 
Reading 
We believe that children need to learn to read as quickly as reasonably possible, so they can move from  



learning to read to reading to learn, giving them access to the treasure house of reading and therefore 
our ultimate goal of teaching phonics is that children read fluently, recognising most words instantly and 
using phonics to decode any unknown words. 
 
Reading scheme 
We use the Collins Big Cat for Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised fully decodable books which are 
matched to the programme’s progression. We ensure that all children are reading books with 90% 
accuracy based on the regular assessments which take place.  This enables the children to be successful 
and to see themselves as readers.  
 
All children are also encouraged to take a reading for pleasure book home each week to share with an 
adult and to foster a love of reading.  
 
Guided reading 
We aim for all reception children to be blending SATPIN by October half-term and therefore to begin 
guided reading. Where this has not yet happened, children are introduced to wordless books.  From 
October half-term, all reception children read three times a week with an adult and then the book that 
they have been reading goes home to share with an adult. 
The three reading sessions have specific foci 
Session 1 – decoding 
Session 2 – prosody (reading like a reader) 
Session 3 – comprehension 
Each session begins with a review of the GPCs, tricky words and other decodable vocabulary that is in the 
book.  This helps to ensure that the children have full access to the text when they are reading it for 
themselves.  
 
Before the children have “reading books” they are exposed to a wide variety of stories through story 
times and shared texts. This introduces them to important contexts such as left to right orientation, page 
turning, text and pictures etc. We know that many of our children do not have book-rich environments at 
home so this is an important stage for them. Most children take home books daily or weekly from our 
library or class collections – this starts in nursery. 
 
 
Intervention 
We run interventions for children in reception and Y1 for those children who are struggling to master 
phonics. These are taught by highly experienced teaching assistants and tailored to meet the individual 
child’s needs. 
 
In Y2, children who did not reach the expected standard in the phonics screening and/or are assessed at 
below their chronological age at the end of Y1 or February of Y2 are given extra support on a daily basis 
by a highly experienced teaching assistant.  
 
More Information 
For more information about the Little Wandle approach to teaching reading and to find resources to 
support you at home please visit: 
 
For parents - Letters and Sounds (littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk) 
 
Further assessment 
Children are assessed at the end of year 1 using the Salford Reading Age test, and from thereon twice per 
year until the end of year 6 if they are below or within a few months of their chronological age. If we 
believe that comprehension is also an issue, a child may undergo a YARC assessment. These assessments 
can be triangulated with Little Wandle assessments to give a clear picture of necessary interventions. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

