
History Knowledge Organiser – The Shang Dynasty - Year 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Vocabulary for this topic: 
 
Archaeologist – someone who finds and studies 
buried objects to find out about the past. 
Artefacts – an object created by a human, usually 
found much later after it was made. 
Bronze – the first metal widely used by humans, 
made by melting and mixing copper and tin. 
Cowrie shells – small sea shells which were used by 
the Shang when trading as a kind of money. 
Dynasty – a family that rule a country or state for 
many generations. 
Emperor – a king or ruler of an empire or country. 
General – the leader of an army. 
Jade – a mineral (rock) that is green in colour. Used 
in lots of Asian art. 
Oracle bones – animal bones or turtle shells with 
Chinese writing, used to try and predict the future. 
Yellow River – a major river running across the 
north east of China. 
Mandate of Heaven – when all of the planets and 
stars line up in a special way which doesn’t happen 
often. 

Important People 
 
Tang – first emperor of Shang. Very popular and successful. 
Wu Ding – a very successful emperor, who ruled for 58 years. 
Zhou – the last emperor of the Shang Dynasty who was a tyrant. 
Daji – the cruel wife of Zhou, who made up awful punishments. 
Zhen Zhenxiang – the first lady of Chinese archaeology and 
founder of Fu Hao’s tomb. 

Timeline 

2400 BCE – The Bronze Age begins in China. 
1600 BCE – King Tang overthrows the last emperor of the 
Xia dynasty. The Shang Dynasty begins. 
1300 BCE – The capital of the Shang Dynasty moves to Yin. 
1250 BCE – 1192 BCE – Emperor Wu Ding reigns over the 
Shang Dynasty. General Fu Hao leads lots of military 
campaigns. 
1046 BCE – The Shang Dynasty is defeated. 
1898 – Antique dealers notice Chinese writing on Oracle 
Bones. 
1976 – The tomb of Fu Hao is discovered. 
 

 

Fu Hao 

Before becoming one Wu Ding’s many wives, Fu Hao was a peasant and 

part of the working class. She was a great warrior and led many armies into 

battles never losing and even defeating the Tu Fang tribe. Fu Hao was also a 

great priestess and led many services during her time. 

Her tomb was found in 1976. Fu Hao was found buried with 750 jade 

objects, 564 bone objects,468 bronze objects and 6900 cowrie shells. 

Shang Achievements 

Weapons and Chariots – would be used during battles and pulled by horses. The use of 

chariots and weapons allowed the Shang to overpower other armies and defeat them. 

Writing – One of the first civilisations to discover writing. Shang people would 

communicate by using ancient symbols on oracle bones. 

Astronomy – mapped the stars and constellations. They calculated the exact length of 

a year (365 ¼ days) and chartered the phases of the moon. 

Bronzework and jade sculpting -  One of the first civilisations to use metal and created 

bronze by mixing copper and tin together (this made for sharper but sturdier weapons). 

They used jade to sculpt many figures and pots. 

Yellow River 

-The river is yellow due to being 
full of silt (mud/sand). 
-The river is fertile which is why 
the Shang people settled next to 
it and were able to grow wheat to 
make flour and beer. 
-It is also known as the River of 
Sorrow as the silt would clog up 
and cause drowning and flooding. 


