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Big changes!

Moving from play-based to more formal learning

Some children find this easier than others but we’re used to that.

Getting changed for PE for the first time – please help them practise at 
home!



Being a learner
• Independence – increases, they can do more for themselves than you 

might think

• Yes they will find some learning tricky and that’s ok

Comfort zone no learning→stretch zone good learning→panic zone no learning

They need to be in stretch zone. The occasional dip into panic zone is 
no bad thing as they need to learn how to cope when things go wrong. 
Comfort zone is fine very occasionally.

• We teach using “I do (I’ll show you how), we do (let’s do it together), 
you do (now you do it by yourself)”. Try it at home!

• High expectations – we make no excuses for this!



Reading
It’s all new!

New phonics scheme called Little Wandle.

Letter sounds may not be what you are used to.

New system for sending books home – 1 book per week, already read 
in school, so should be accurate - books are repeated  for good reason.
Also bringing a book for sharing – don’t expect the children to be able 
to read this themselves



It’s all Greek to me!
It’s easy to forget that for our new readers the English letters are just a 
series of squiggles until they get used to recognising them. As adults we 
can’t remember being at that stage. Just like Greek would look to most 
English readers (sorry to our Greek reading families!) …

Φοράω το παλτό της μαμάς μου.

First the children need to learn to sound out the words. Then they 
blend them into words.  At this point the reading is a bit “robotic” 
and they find it hard to get meaning from it.
Then they develop fluency and prosody (reading with expression) 
which helps with comprehension.



Phonics

• Whole class lessons plus catch-up/keep-up lessons daily

• Careful assessments every few weeks

• Website link for the parents’ information will be sent out to you

• It will take some getting used to for us and you.



Homelearning

• 10/15 minutes daily reading and/or phonics

• Daily practice of number bonds (at least up to and within 10)

• Learning information on knowledge organisers


