
Year 5 expectations
September 2022



Upper school!

Ready, respectful, safe

• Respect for all – staff and children

• Good learning habits

• Impeccable behaviour – role models

• Manners are important

School is not an extension of home! We have a lot more children to 
deal with and it’s not surprising that we give less leeway than parents 
can.



Being a learner
• Independence – increases, they need to be managing a lot more by 

themselves now.

• Yes they will find some learning tricky and that’s ok

Comfort zone no learning→stretch zone good learning→panic zone no learning

They need to be in stretch zone. The occasional dip into panic zone is 
no bad thing as they need to learn how to cope when things go wrong. 
Comfort zone is fine very occasionally.

• We teach using “I do (I’ll show you how), we do (let’s do it together), 
you do (now you do it by yourself)”. Try it at home!

• High expectations – we make no excuses for this!



Be organised

1. Attend school on time with 
everything you need

2. Be ready to learn at the beginning of 
every lesson

3. Present your work neatly
4. Be prepared for any home learning
5. Get organised for your next school 

day

Manage your time

1. Attend school and lessons on time
2. Use your lesson time productively
3. Have a plan for completing your 

home learning
4. Make sure you make time for leisure
5. Make sure you get enough sleep

Read effectively

1. Read for enjoyment
2. Choose your books carefully
3. Read regularly and for extended 

periods of time to build reading 
stamina

4. Select when to skim and when to read 
in depth

5. Check the meaning of vocabulary you 
do not know

Write effectively

1. Prepare well – take good notes and 
plan.

2. Writing is for an audience – choose 
vocabulary and tone carefully. 

3. Present all your work beautifully.
4. Structure your writing to meet the 

needs of the genre.
5. All writing can be improved – always 

edit to make it the best it can be.

Think critically

1. Question sources of information
2. Understand where different opinions 

come from 
3. Learn how and when to challenge 

opinions
4. Know that both sides of an argument 

are not always balanced
5. Be prepared to change your mind

Be determined

1. Set appropriately challenging goals
2. Avoid unnecessary distractions
3. Accept that mistakes and failures are 

part of successful learning
4. Know when to ask for help 
5. Keep trying

Endeavour



Reading

Reading underpins everything!

Children need to be:

• Reading regularly and for extended periods

• Reading suitably challenging texts – it’s ago to return to “comfort 
zone” favourites now and then, but it won’t move their reading on. 
We can help with this; we have many books!



Writing – this piece is the expected standard for Y5 (must be 
joined up writing ready for Y6!)

It was an advantage already for Oxford in the 160th Boat Race, as they won the toss of the coin and chose to 
start at Surrey station. Even though there was a three minute delay, both of the crews got off to a powerful 
start. After a while Oxford were just a fraction ahead of Cambridge. When the crews were level again, they 
fought for the deeper water, luckily the oars didn’t clash. However, it was hard work for the Umpire, because 
he had to warn the crews several times. 

As time went on, the two crews got very close together. A bit too close together this time a bit too close to 
each other. That Cambridges’ oar man Luke Juckett lost five strokes! He Even though he was strapped in tightly 
he fell back, and the team lost their rhythm, which is really important. The clash happened near around 
Harrods depositary. 

Oxford got lucky again, as they took the lead. They couldn’t risk the chance of getting over taken, because even 
though they were not in sight for Cambridge. It’s quite strange how before Cambridge had a lively attitude, 
whereas now Oxford have got a lively attitude. Already Oxford were 10 lengths ahead of Cambridge.

Although it was obvious Cambridge couldn’t catch up with the other crew, the cox kept encouraging them and 
even said, “Fight to the end!” Cambridge couldn’t give up anyway, because they had to get to the end of the 
Race. Ian Middleton kept motivating his team, however long it took. They were 10 lengths away from Oxford. 
Oxford were still in the lead. In a few minutes they were cruising to victory!



Handwriting

It has to be neat and joined. Children will be considered 
below expected standard in Y6 if they don’t join.



This is the maths 
curriculum for Y5.

The yellow shows the 
areas that need good 
times tables 
knowledge.



Homelearning

• 25 minutes daily reading

• Daily times tables practice

• Practising Y3/4 and Y5/6 spelling lists and spelling conventions

• Learning information on knowledge organisers

• Maximum of two pieces of practice/consolidation work (SLOP – shed loads of practice), or preparation for 

future learning


