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Key vocabulary  
Christmas A Christian festival to celebrate the birth of 

Christ/Jesus a long time ago. 

Hannukah A Jewish festival of lights, which commemorates the 

cleaning of the Temple a long time ago.(in 165B.C) 

light A source of brightness in the dark. 

symbol A thing regarded by general consent as representing 

or recalling something. 

Advent The time from the beginning of December leading up 

to Christmas Day. 

Jesus The name of the founder of the Christian religion. 

Nativity The story of the birth of Christ/Jesus 

Christingle A Christingle is made from an orange, candle, red 

ribbon, cocktail sticks and sweets as part of a 

Chrstingle church service in the Christian religion. 

Key facts 
To know the Christian story ‘The Nativity’. The main features 

of the story are: Jesus was born to Mary and Joseph in a 
stable. He was no ordinary baby, but the Son of God. People 

knew he was coming, it was predicted: the star in the sky, the 
Angel Gabriel’s messages, the Three Wise Men. When he was 

born people who were rich and poor came to worship him. 
His birth was celebrated. It was believed that he would bring 

peace and joy to the world. 

Light is an important religious symbol because it represents 
hope and the love of God. 

Light is used during the festival of Christmas as a symbol of 
Christ’s/Jesus’ birth which brought light, happiness and hope to a 

dark, troubled world. 

Light is used as a symbol of how many days it took to clean the 
Temple during the festival of Hannukah. 

A Menorah holds nine candles. The central candle is used to light 
one candle each day to remember that it took eight days . 

There are similarities between the festival of Christmas and 
Hannukah with candles being lit, lights, decorations and families 
coming together to celebrate with special, traditional food and 

parties. Cards and gifts are exchanged. 


