
Year 3 Term: Summer 2 Topic Title: Light and Shadow 

Key knowledge and vocabulary Key skills Revision of previous 

learning 

Know that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes 

and skin. 

 
Know that we need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light.  

 

Know that a light source emits light. e.g.: sun; lamp, flames; torch; glowstick; some 
animals; screens; etc..   

 

Know that some shiny objects reflect light and have reflective surfaces and are not light 

sources. E.g.: mirror. The light travels from a source and “bounces” off the object. 
 

Know that everything we see is either a light source or something that is reflecting light from 

a light source into our eyes. 
 

Transparent objects let all of the light through; translucent objects change the light as it 

passes through; opaque objects block all light from passing through.  
 

Recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an 

opaque object.  

 
Know that the closer the light is to the object the darker, smaller and more defined the 

shadow will be; the further the away the light source is the shadow will be paler, larger and 

less defined. 
 

The moon appears to be a light source, but it is only reflecting light from the sun. 

 
 

Key vocabulary: source, reflect/reflection/reflective, transparent, translucent, opaque, 

shadow 

Sorting and grouping eg  

• reflective and non-

reflective properties. 

• Their ability to let 

light pass through  
 

Looking for patterns eg 

shadow size related to 
distance between object and 

light source  

 

Planning an experiment eg 
investigating shadow size 

related to distance between 

object and light source 
 

Observation eg shadow size, 

which objects reflect light 

Year 1 

• Light sources – natural 

and man-made 

• Shadow formation – 

opaque objects 

 


