
Year 4 Term: Autumn Topic Title: Settlements 

Key knowledge and vocabulary Key skills Revision of previous 
learning 

Key concepts: settlement, human influence, impact on human life, environment, trade, 
population, resources, mapping, locality comparison 

  

To know what early settlers needed and why it was a good place to settle: 
Needed – shelter, water, food, fuel, materials, farmland, defence, river crossings.  
Know good early settlements were safe places - protected from invaders, near water, near 
flat land for farming, near wooded area for supply of wood, high up to be able to see 
further and for defence, sheltered from the weather, potential transport links. 
 
Settlers made transport links from one settlement to another. Many of these are our roads 
today which we can track by looking at modern day maps. 
 
Roman names -chester, -caster, -cester     all mean “castle” 
Anglo-Saxon names -ham means village, -ton means farm, -ford means river crossing 
Viking names -by means village      -thorpe means farm       -toft means house 

 
Know why some places grow in size. Know this is because of trade e. g, good farming land 
and protection e.g. live within the city walls in case of invasion. 
 
Know why some places are unable to grow easily as they are restricted by the physical 
geography of the area. E.g. surrounding mountains, seas, e.g. Rio de Janeiro in Brazil has 
mountains to the north and west and the sea to the south and east which has restricted its 
growth and caused major overcrowding. 
 
Know that as the population is growing, settlements are still expanding all over the world. 
Know that Hoddesdon has grown over time. 
 
Key Vocabulary: settlement, trade, Roman, Anglo- Saxon, Viking, fertile land, defence, 
resources, population, transport, expand 

Use maps and atlases to 
recognise how settlements 
are represented using 
symbols and keys.  
 
Use old aerial photos and 
maps to make observations 
and comparisons. 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 - Countries in the UK 
and their capital cities. 
 
Year 2 – Transport and 
journeys - Types of 
transport and how they 
relate to length of journey. 
 
Year 3 – Italy unit. The rise 
in population and human 
impact on mountainous 
landscape. 
 
Year 4 - History of 
Hoddesdon, and Invaders 
and Settlers learning. 
 
 

 
 


