
Year 4 Term: Autumn Topic Title: Hoddesdon 

Key knowledge and vocabulary Key skills Revision of previous 
learning/curriculum links 

Key concepts: cause, change, continuity, king, monarchy, public, queen, society. Explain and summarise any 
major changes in my local 
area. 
 
Explain how lives have 
changed over time – 
roles/jobs in old Hoddesdon 
compared to now. 
 
Give reasons for and results 
of change eg building of 
railway station at 
Broxbourne 
 
Use evidence to build up a 
picture of a past event 
 
Compare sources of 
information for same event 
ie Rye House Plot, for 
variability and reliability 
 
Recall, select and organise 
historical information 
 
Use primary sources in 
fieldwork – trip to 
Hoddesdon. 

Year 1: looking at homes 
and clues for age of 
buildings; the change from 
wood to brick being a safety 
aspect. 
 
Year 1: royal family – Henry 
VIII. 
 
Year 2: The development of 
the steam train ended the 
dominance of stagecoaches 
and made it easier to travel 
long distances. 
 
Year 3: Anglo-Saxons link to 
local area (Dane End). 

Know that Hoddesdon has an Anglo-Saxon heritage. 
 
Know that the first record of the town is in the Domesday book (more will be learnt about 
this in Normans topic) in 1086 as a large village - Hoddas’Dun (Hodda’s Hill). The 
population was 300-350 then which was larger than other villages. 
 
Know that the town was granted a market charter by King Henry III in 1253 after the 
residents wrote requesting this. This meant that the town could hold a weekly market and 
an annual fair. 
 
Know that the town developed as a stagecoach stop with many inns, as it was on a main 
route into London. The town greatly enlarged in the time of Elizabeth I and some of the 
existing inns date back to this time. These were mostly used by the middle and upper 
classes. 
 
Know that the building of Broxbourne railway in 1840 ended the dominance of 
stagecoaches in the town. 
 
Know that the Clock Tower was built in 1835, and the War Memorial in 1921. 
 
Know that Rye House was once a large manor house and was one of the first brick buildings 
in the country. It was made of brick to show how expensive it was. Now only the gatehouse 
remains. It was the childhood home of Catherine Parr, Henry VIII’s 6th queen after her 
father died. It is a Grade 1 listed house. 
 
Know that in 1623 there was a conspiracy to assassinate King Charles II and his brother, the 
Duke of York. The plotters planned to hide in the grounds of the house and ambush the 
King on the way back from racing at Newmarket. The King travelled earlier than expected so 
the attack didn’t take place. 

 
 

 


