
 

Dear Parents,          September 2022 
 
Welcome to Year 5 and the Autumn term! This letter gives you an outline of the topics your child will be studying this 
term and what you can do at home to help and encourage them to succeed.  
 
English 
Within our English lessons this term we will be focusing on key grammatical features such as commas, fronted 
adverbials, apostrophes and sentence structure. These features are really important in all genres of writing and the 
children need to be able to use these consistently and accurately. We will also be putting a heavy focus on handwriting 
and spelling this term where we will be learning, practising and applying spelling conventions.    
 
We have begun the year by recapping the features of a sentence and we are now writing an explorers guide using these 
skills. We will follow this with looking at the book ‘Cogheart’ where we will write in a variety of styles. Through our 
English lessons, we will be learning new vocabulary. The more children are exposed to challenging language, the easier 
they will find reading, writing and spelling so please encourage your children to use as broad a vocabulary as possible at 
home as well as school. 
 
We expect Year 5 children to read regularly – with a minimum of 3 to 4 times a week and up to the given chapter or 
page of their book as set by the class teacher. Please make sure that you are still listening to your child read regularly 
and discussing the text to check their understanding. Ask your child questions about their reading: discuss unfamiliar 
words, make links with similar books, or quiz them on how the author has tried to build up tension or excitement. Please 
also encourage your child to read books other than their given school book to develop a love of reading.  
 
Maths 
The primary focus of this term’s topics will be place value and using the four operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division) both mentally and as a formal written method. Once the children are secure in their 
understanding of the four operations we will begin to look in more detail at fractions, relating them closely to decimals 
and percentages. It is imperative that your child knows their times tables and can recall them quickly in and out of 
order, as this knowledge is fundamental to the learning this term. Multiplication, division and fractions topics all require 
a secure knowledge of the times tables.  
 
Science 
In the first half-term, we will be investigating forces and looking at the mechanics of gears, pulleys and levers. During 
this topic, they will also learn about the work of notable scientists including Newton and Galileo. In the second half-
term, we will be learning all about space including Earth, the sun, the moon and the planets. 
 
Computing 
We will be learning to code our own quizzes using Scratch programming and cracking cryptic codes!  
 
Geography 
This term we will be learning about Central and South America. We will be finding out about the climate, physical 
geography and what life is like in this area of the world. We will then be focusing on Brazil and the rainforest. 
 
 
 
 



 

History 
In history, we will be studying the British Empire. We will be looking at reasons why empires are built, what life was like 
for the different colonies during this time with reference to the slave trade. We will also discuss people’s changing views 
on the British Empire during periods in history.  
 
RE 
This term’s topic encourages the children to think about rules for living. They will have the opportunity to compare and 
contrast the rules of both the Christian and Jewish religions, e.g. the Ten Commandments. Later this term we will be 
comparing the festivals of Hannukah and Christmas and the importance of light in both. 
 
Music 
Children will continue to develop their musical skills. This term they will be focusing on developing an understanding of 
notation by using symbols as well as developing a sense of rhythm and pulse within musical pieces. We will be using 
some well known songs to support learning.  
 
Art/DT 
We will be looking at portraits of monarchs throughout time, leading to children creating their own self portrait in this 
style. We will also be using clay and printing techniques to make various folk art from Central and South America.  
 
PSHE  
We will be developing class charters and discussing the need to follow rules. During this term we will be thinking 
carefully about what makes the ideal town and will create rules for our town. Have a discussion with your child about 
rules and responsibilities and how they could put these into practice this year e.g. lone walking.  
 
French 
The children will be starting the year learning the numbers in French, with a focus on telling the time. This will then 
move on to being able to ask questions about age and finally identifying things in a town. 
 
PE 
This term we will be playing Flag American Football and learning dance routines. Please remind your child to bring a 
named PE kit, appropriate for inside and outside, to school. Please ensure children have proper training shoes. Plimsolls 
are not appropriate due to the high impact nature of our games and sports. Our PE days will be Wednesday and Friday. 
 
Home Learning 
We will soon be sending home knowledge organisers with a section to learn each week ready for a class quiz. Children 
will have a guided reading book with a set amount of pages to read each week. Most weeks they will also receive some 
SLOP (shed loads of practice) work to complete. This will be work they have done in class and should be able to be 
completed by your child independently. Please also continue to use Times Table Rockstars to support the learning and 
recall of times table facts. Children should spend the majority of their time playing in ‘studio’ and this area of the game 
provides feedback to their class teacher.  
 
Year 5 teachers will have PPA on a Wednesday morning. 5RB will be taught by Mrs Skinner and Mrs Zvandasara and Mrs 
Westney will cover each other in 5PW.   
 
We are excited about the topics we will cover this term and look forward to working in partnership with you and your 
children. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 



 

Miss Bannocks                          Mrs Skinner  Mrs Zvandasara  Mrs Westney  


