
The Cranbourne Primary School  

Teaching early reading at Cranbourne  
 

Our teaching of early reading is highly successful.  
 
Evidence base 
On average our children enter reception well below the county average for literacy levels and make 
excellent progress, leaving reception above the county and national averages for reading and “Good Level 
of Development”.  
 
In year 1 we have achieved above 90% in the phonics screening every year since 2014, always well above 
the national average.  
 
We have recently starting testing children using the Salford reading test. All children in year 1 are tested 
and then throughout the school, those who are below their chronological age or giving cause for concern 
are tested twice per year. The results of this help us target interventions. 
 
Synthetic phonics 
In nursery we teach phase 1 phonics ie discriminating between different sounds, syllables, rhyme, initial 
sounds, blending – all oral and aural. We consider this stage to be vital in children’s reading development 
as if they cannot hear accurately it has an impact on their segmenting and blending. In the summer term 
we dip into phase 2. Both these are based on Letters and Sounds. These are timetabled, planned, taught 
sessions – it is too important to leave to CIL or chance. 
 
We teach phonics systematically in reception covering 44 phonemes and corresponding graphemes, 
including digraphs and trigraphs, plus high frequency and “tricky” non-decodable words. This covers all of 
phases two and three, and some of phase 4 of Letters and Sounds.  These are daily timetabled, planned, 
taught sessions. 
 
We use Jolly Phonics to support our Letters and Sounds teaching – the children respond well to this multi-
sensory approach (sing, say, do).  
 
In year 1 we continue this structured teaching in dedicated daily phonics sessions. 
 
Reading scheme 
We use more than one scheme to give the children a variety of reading experiences. We have carefully 
considered all the research and evidence around fidelity to one reading scheme but are confident that 
our approach is working for our children and is borne out by our results. All the books were recently 
reviewed by the EYFS lead, English lead and Headteacher to ensure that there was no possibility of the 
bands providing phonics confusion for the children. Some books were re-banded and some discarded 
altogether.  
 
We also have a selection of books which can be fed in if need be if a child or group of children are 
struggling with reading key “tricky/non-decodable” words. These are used to supplement the normal 
progression so that children are not held back through lack of recognition of these important words. 
 
Guided reading 
Before the children have “reading books” they are exposed to a wide variety of stories through story 
times and shared texts. This introduces them to important contexts such as left to right orientation, page 
turning, text and pictures etc. We know that many of our children do not have book-rich environments at 
home so this is an important stage for them. Most children take home books daily or weekly from our 
library or class collections – this starts in nursery. 
 



Guided reading begins at the end of September in reception. Children are grouped according to baseline 
assessments and read with an adult every day for 15 minutes at the start of the day. The children have 
taken the day’s book home the night before so have had a chance to become familiar with it. We begin 
with story books that the parent reads to the child to reinforce key story elements and features or 
reading. Then we move onto books with no words, and the children are encouraged to tell the story in 
complete sentences using the pictures. We then move to books with words.  
 
Intervention 
We run interventions for children in reception and Y1 for those children who are struggling to master 
phonics. These are taught by highly experienced teaching assistants. 
 
In Y2, children who did not reach the expected standard in the phonics screening and/or are assessed at 
below their chronological are at the end of Y1 or February of Y2 are given extra support on a daily basis 
by a highly experienced teaching assistant.  


