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ANTI-BULLYING POLICY 
Date Policy Revised: Sept 2022 

Statement of Intent 
This policy is underpinned by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly the following articles: 

2: The convention applies to everyone whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, abilities, whatever they think or 

say, whatever type of family they come from. 

3: The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all things that affect children. 

13: Every child must be free to say what they think and to seek and receive all kinds of information as long as it is 

within the law. 

23: Children with disabilities have the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and independence and to play an 

active part in the community. 

 

Rationale 
Bullying is extremely rare at Cranbourne, although it does happen, and there are clear systems in place to deal with 

any incidents that do occur.  Any hurtful behaviours are quickly dealt with, so they do not escalate into bullying, by 

using restorative conversations, referring to our school rules – ready, respectful and safe, and applying sanctions if 

need be. Pupil and parent questionnaires show that children are good at reporting when they do not feel safe and 

parents are confident that incidents are responded to quickly and effectively. This policy should be read in 

conjunction with the school’s behaviour policy (see website for this). 

 

Bullying  
Bullying is defined as "behaviour by an individual or group, usually repeated over time, which intentionally hurts 

another individual or group either physically or emotionally" (DfE definition - Preventing and Tackling Bullying: 

Advice for Headteachers, Staff and Governing Bodies). 

We recognise that bullying can be a form of “peer on peer” abuse as defined in Keeping Children Safe in Education 

2018. We are particularly aware that “banter” is often used as an excuse for more harmful behaviours. 

Bullying of any kind will not be tolerated at Cranbourne. Reported bullying will be fully investigated. All incidents are 

recorded on CPOMS and monitored by the Headteacher. 

Victims of bullying will be offered a range of strategies for coping with the stress they may be encountering. 

Parents/carers will be fully involved. 

A child accused of bullying will be given the opportunity to explain the situation and offered support to change their 

behaviour. If after investigation their behaviour is deemed to be bullying, or if it is part of a repeated pattern of 

behaviour but not targeted at an individual, their parents will be involved.   

Racial, religious or sexual harassment are not tolerated.  Any incidents related to the protected characteristics will be 

fully investigated and recorded.  

Bullying, racial, religious or sexual harassment amongst the staff will also not be tolerated. 
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Bullying Outside School, including electronic bullying (texting, social media etc) 
We take bullying outside school very seriously.  Although parents are responsible for behaviour out of school,  

reported episodes affecting school life will be investigated in school with the aim of repairing strained relationships, 

and minimising the impact on learning. We reserve the right to involve the police where bullying occurs outside 

school. 

Much verbal bullying and indirect bullying (spreading rumours, humiliation in front of peers etc) nowadays occurs 

electronically (eg on social networking sites such as Instagram and Snapchat) and through text messages, WhatsApp 

etc. This type of bullying occurs outside school hours but can have a significant impact on children’s learning. We will 

work with parents of children involved to resolve these issues, but are limited in what we can achieve if continued 

use of apps etc is allowed out of school. Children are taught internet safety regularly through ICT lessons and parents 

are reminded of e-safety through the newsletter. We may involve the police where cyber bullying occurs outside 

school. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
It is the right of every child, regardless of their gender, ethnicity, physical ability, linguistic, cultural or home 

background, to have access to high quality learning experiences in a safe, secure and supportive environment. We 

recognise that certain groups and individuals may be discriminated against or may be vulnerable and we are 

therefore strongly committed to positive action to remove and challenge discrimination and stereotyping in all 

aspects of the school and its work eg, PSHE curriculum, broadening horizons and assembly themes. This commitment 

is extended to all staff within the school. This should be read in conjunction with our equality policy (see website for 

this).  

 

Preventing Bullying 
Children are unlikely to bully if: 

• They have secure relationships both in school and at home 

• They feel good about themselves wherever they are 

• They have empathy for others 

• They think carefully about their feelings 

• There are clear and consistent procedures in place that are agreed by all members of the school community. 

 

Through PSHE teaching, circle time and consistent classroom management teachers promote children’s self-esteem 

and empathy for others.  Our school rules – ready, respectful and safe are used to frame conversations around 

behaviour towards others.  

Children should be able to follow the “Dos and Don’ts” listed below. These are reviewed regularly within classes and 

during assemblies.  

Do Don’t 
• Be assertive and say “No” to bullying 

• Tell someone if you feel you are 

being bullied 

• Don’t turn a blind eye to bullying 

• Don’t join in with making fun of 

someone 
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• Tell someone if you feel someone 

else is being bullied 

• Support other children when they 

are feeling sad 

• Don’t gang up against another child 

• Don’t be a bystander – get help 

 
 

Staff 
Regular training, procedural reminders and support for staff will be provided eg through staff meetings. Senior staff 

will be available to give support to staff holding restorative conversations. 

 

Role of parents 
Parents play a key role in preventing bullying. Parents should watch out for any signs that their child may be bullied 

or may be using bullying behaviours.  Parents must monitor their child’s access to and use of the internet and social 

media apps. 

Parents should help their child distinguish between falling out with a friend and bullying which is deliberate, 

persistent and designed to be hurtful. 

We ask parents to report any incidences to the class teacher directly rather than speaking to other parents.  Be 

positive with your child that a solution can be found to the situation. 

 

Related Documentation 
Child Protection Policy 
Behaviour Policy 
Keeping Children Safe in Education 
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