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HOME LEARNING POLICY 
Date Policy Reviewed: Sept 2022 

 
This policy is underpinned by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly the following articles: 

Article 3 - (Best interests of the child). The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all actions and 

decisions that affect children. 

Article 29 - (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It 

must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other 

cultures, and the environment. 

Article 31 - (leisure, play and culture) Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural 

and artistic activities. 

1. Policy Statement  
Education is a partnership between home and school, with parents and teachers working co-operatively for the 
benefit of the child. Support from home is known to be one of the most important factors in a child’s educational 
success. Parents should not expect the school to be responsible for every aspect of their child’s development, 
neither should the school use home learning to cover work that will not be taught in sufficient detail in school. Home 
learning is seen as an opportunity for parents to become actively involved in their children’s learning.  
 
We know that home learning can be a source of tension in family life, with some children reluctant to sit down and 
work at home. We also believe that children are entitled to rest and relax, and pursue hobbies and interests. 
However, we cannot fit all the necessary practice of key skills into the school day. We believe this policy strikes a 
balance between home and school. 
 
Our home learning focuses on key skills.  
Reading – underpins all other learning and is the most important skill children learn 
Number bonds/times tables – knowing these fluently makes all other maths so much easier 
Spelling – being able to spell key words, and attempt new words confidently allows greater freedom in writing 
Key knowledge – vocabulary and key concepts children need to know for current topics and for future learning 
 

2. Year Group Home Learning 
 
Reception  5/10 minutes daily reading and/or phonic work 
  Practising numbers 
  Writing own names (correct letter formation, capital letter only at the beginning) 
 
Year 1  10/15 minutes daily reading and/or phonics 
  Daily practice of number bonds 
  Learning information on knowledge organisers 
  
Year 2  15 minutes daily reading 
  Daily number bonds/times tables practice 
  Practising spellings 
  Learning information on knowledge organisers 
   
Year 3 and 4  20 mins daily reading 
  Daily times tables practice 
  Y3/4 spelling list and spelling convention practice 
  Learning information on knowledge organisers 
  Weekly practice of key arithmetic (SLOP – shed loads of practice) 
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Years 5 and 6 25 mins daily reading 
  Daily times tables practice 
  Practising Y3/4 and Y5/6 spelling lists and spelling conventions 
  Learning information on knowledge organisers 

  Maximum of two pieces of practice/consolidation work (SLOP – shed loads of practice), or 
preparation for future learning 

 

Additional to this, work may be sent home for completion if the teacher believes a child should have finished it 

during a lesson.  

Additional work may be agreed with parents if children need specific extra practice. 

No home learning should disadvantage those children who do not have access to ICT at home. 

 

3. Testing 
All children will have tests on the information on their knowledge organisers – these are low stakes quizzes which 
are designed to help with recall of information. These are not formal written tests, and are age appropriate. 
 
Spellings and times tables need to be practised regularly, but will not necessarily be tested weekly – class teachers 
will make the decision about when and if to test and will keep parents and children informed of this. 
 

4. Working at Home  
Parents should play an active role in home learning. Whether it be through hearing a child read, or testing them on 

the information on the knowledge organiser. No specialist knowledge or equipment is needed for any home 

learning. 

Ideally children should read out loud to an adult at least up to Year 4, and in Upper School whenever possible. In this 

way adults are able to discuss the book with the child, supporting with vocabulary and meaning. Examples of 

questions to ask before, during and after reading are available on the school website. Often teachers will set 

allocated pages to be read. This should be supplemented with personal reading choices.  

For spelling practice it is far better for children to write words down than to spell them verbally as spelling is largely a 

visual skill and we can often spot when a word looks wrong. Writing it down also builds muscle memory for the 

word. 

Number bonds/times tables – need constant practice and should be known by heart. Times tables should be 

practised out of order once they are learnt. It also important to practise the related division facts eg how many 7s in 

42? 

Knowledge organisers – these set out the key knowledge in topics being taught. Children will be asked to learn 

different sections weekly. All children, apart from those with specific learning needs, are expected to know all 

information on the sheets, which is why they are also known as 100% sheets.  

5. Holiday Work  
We do not set work in the school holidays beyond that stated above.  

We do not set work for children to take on term time holidays. Parents should ensure children carry on with the 

work stated above if they wish their children to carry on learning. 
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